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WE ARE CVA
RO G E R  LO S E K E  S TA N D S  B E T W E E N  H I S  S O N S  B R I A N  A N D  B E N  O N 

T H E I R  FA R M  J U S T  N O R T H  O F  M O N RO E ,  N E B R A S K A .
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ROGER AND PATTY LOSEKE set their roots on a 

farm North of Monroe, Nebraska, 40 years ago. 

It was 1980, not exactly an ideal time on the farm, 

but they persevered. “It was tough, but we made 

it through,” said Roger as he sat down for an 

interview in his farm shop. Loseke’s are strictly a 

grain farming operation that produces corn and 

soybeans in Platte County.

“I actually worked at a co-op in Platte Center in 1969, 

but I always knew I wanted to farm, I just never had the 

opportunity,” said Roger. Then in 1970, an opportunity 

to farm came up, and Roger took it. He never looked 

back. He married Patty 10 years later, and now he 

continues to do what he loves with the help of his two 

sons, Ben and Brian.

WORKING WITH FAMILY

Roger, Ben, and Brian spoke to the mutual trust and 

respect that comes when working with family.

“Having my two boys involved is 
probably the best feeling there is, 
knowing that all this work we’re 
doing is going to go somewhere,” 
said Roger.
Both sons attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

to complete their higher education. Brian being the 

older of the two, graduated first after studying small 

business administration. Ben followed, spending his time 

on East Campus studying agricultural economics.

“When they came back (from college), they were ready 

to farm,” said Roger. Ben and Brian both credit their 

further education in preparing them to pitch in with 

the office aspects of farming. “It’s such a critical time 

for prices, you have to know your breakeven and go 

from there,” said Ben. “Fortunately, we have our grain 

merchandiser at CVA to help us find the best ways to 

market our grain.”

“They are both very involved, from a technology 

standpoint, and they know down to the penny what it 

costs to produce a bushel of grain,” said Roger. The 

mutual respect between the Loseke team is evident, each 

relying on each other for their various strengths. “We 

work so closely together and put a lot of trust in each 

other’s abilities to get a job done,” stated Brian.

“My biggest motivator is that my Dad basically built this 

farm from scratch, and it’s our duty to fill those shoes 

and continue to grow the operation. Mom and Dad 

worked their tails off, and we had a great life growing 

up, so we just want to do our best by the farm,” added 

Ben.

THE CO-OP

Farming just North of Monroe, the Loseke Farm is 

ideally located near the CVA Monroe and Platte Center 

locations. They work closely with their team at CVA to 

strengthen their operation.

“I’ve been a co-op member my whole life. As long as 

there’s been a CVA, I’ve been a member from the very 

start. Before that, it was Tri-Valley. Before that, it was 

Farmers Co-op in Platte Center. So my whole life, I have 

belonged to a cooperative,” said Roger.

Roger further explains their operations relationship 

to CVA. “We work with the guys to get our 

recommendations for seed, chemical, you name it. In the 

past 10, 15 years the technology has helped us improve 

so much. Every acre we farm is grid sampled, and we 

have CVA help us apply whatever each individual field 

needs. It works great, we have so much confidence that 

CVA is getting it done right. The benefits of what we 

have now is no comparison to when I started farming.”

Brian speaks to the relationship he has with the CVA 

team, “It just helps to have people you trust. We always 

have questions for Dad, but there are times when it’s 

nice to have that trusted partner that you can say, ‘Hey, 

what do you think of this product?’ ‘Should we be selling 

or not?’ And if you can build those relationships early 

on, it’s a great thing for the future to keep working with 

somebody you trust in the years to come.”

THE GROWING SEASON

Roger, Ben, and Brian were interviewed on July 30th, 

at that time they were about 2/3 through the growing 

season. Everything has been sprayed, and they were 

finishing up some watering. Throughout the year, the 

area where the Loseke’s farm caught timely rains when 

the drylands needed it. They’ve lucked out avoiding 

the storms. “So, we’re getting towards the finish line. 

Hopefully, we can keep on going and get a good 

harvest this year,” said Brian. Brian is looking forward 

to harvest and seeing how the decisions made in the 

2020 growing season affected the crop. “There’s just 

something about farming where you get to see the 

whole life cycle of the plant throughout the year, which 

is really fun. You help it as much as you can; you see 

what your hard work proved at the end of the year if 

those yields are good. That truly is what I like the most 

about farming.”

Roger agreed with his son that harvest is the time to 

reap the rewards of your hard labor. “The best part I 

think is my independence with farming and to see you’re 

satisfied with the job you do out there, that if you can 

raise that good crop in that harvest time, it’s the best 

feeling in the world.” •••

Above: The Losekes are joined by Scott Saalfed, 
CVA Field Sales Agronomist and James Droescher, 
CVA Grain Specialist on their farm. Middle: Jango 
the dog oversees the day-to-day operations on 
the Loseke Farm. Left: Scott and Brian discuss the 
progress made through the 2020 growing season.
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